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Blow for
Worksop
drinkers

By a staff reporter

THE ROYAL Hotel in
Bridge Street, Worksop, clo-
ses today. And next month
another blow faces the
town’s drinkers when it will
be “last’ orders” for the
regulars of the Lion Hotel,
only yards away.

The Lion was built in
1691 as a coaching house
and the vaults were once
used by drivers who were

not allowed to drink with

gentry.

s*There is a lot of history |

attached -to a -place like
this,” . says *~licensee * Mr.
William Vernon. ¢‘But there
is nothing eerie about it. It
has always been a friendly
place.and the atmosphere is
good.® - o v

. A maze:of «cellars where
- ale has been stored for hun-
dreds of years and which ar

now almost empty, yndereht
the building.c, . vt e |

¢.-Verfion and his wife,

SRR
wforathe afutore- {
s Workapp.

ﬂoﬁfﬁi‘fs‘a‘v s siier.

vous:

w < :
go for a drink. 1 will be very
sorry to seeit o, hesaid, |

bnd.m. S p ..{hw,ml
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Readers report

more sightings
of ghostly Alice

ALICE, the Lion Hotel's resident
_ ghost, was a wronged woman
" who took her own life, saysa
former owner of the hotel.

And the is a sorrow-
bﬂo shuns male com-
g:”epmfenmg anly to-appear
gky tale in last week’s
uardian
numerous phone calls
readers.

It was reported that current
building work to
Worksop hotel may have dis-
could leade rsﬂmwlan‘;df

. to more
her in the future.

Retford man Robert Callas, 55,
who owned the hotel in the
early 19808, said Alice was

ing that tine.

Heaa:d.‘Staﬁ Alice as

described
bemgmlterlatezos about 5 -

4" with a slim build.”

“Shehadafnmdlyplmand
no one was afraid of her. It was

justaeneptedandregaxdedas' ’

“Apparentl Alioeusedtobea
servantatytheholelandxtwas
almost as if she was still work-

ing there.”
“One of the cleaners used to chat

by Lois Astley -

d the .

evidence” dur- .

quite merrily to her every

Mr Callan added: “Most of us
had heard Alice’s footsteps
walking across the old oak
floorboards of the first floor
room but when it came to
sightings, she ‘greferred

to women.

"Wﬂen men were around she
hurried off, so many of us only

a fleeting glimpse of her as
she fled round corners or

through -

“It is said that r Alice had
been unk E“l)oveandthxs
haddnva\herlnmdde.

“Some people have reported
However, Alice hasn’t always
made herself known to folk.

-Eileen said. they were never

_aware of any

goings on
and the only of the

mysterious attic were pigeons! 5

A




Wheatsheaf . the Plumbers” Arms and the Red Lion. The latter was certainly in existencs
in 1745 fora mesting was held there on the 27th June to find out how many townsmern,

“of no lawful calling.” were eligible to be levied into the army.

Later, in 1789, it was scathingly condemned by Colonel John Byng. "where we soon
enter'd the Red Lion. a paltry looking inn. taking possession of a poor parlour, and
ordinary supper. ..... Nothing can have been nastier than our inn at Worksop: with ill

Obviously there were more public houses than these few and a list published in
1822 ~ which names four inns and seventeen taverns and public houses, though still
iIncomplete. presents a truer picture. At that date the differences between inns and
other types of hostelries was still marked. The former were usually larger and offerec
travellers both accommaodation and posting facilities: the crhers were oftan more modesi
establishments and while some provided similar services to the inn. they did not have to
Many were simply beer houses. By the 1870’s some of these distinctions had begun
to blur and the word hotel was replacing the older title of inn. Thus in Worksop the
infamous Red Lion Inn of 1789 became the much praised Lion Hotel and the Bull Inn
became the Royal Hotel. Of the other two inns mentioned in the 1822 list. the Crown
was demolished to make way for the building of the Town Hall and the George was in
decline, soon, in 1909, to be declared redundant and closed. This was sad because
early in the century the George was considered by many to be the principal inn of the
town. Between 1802 and 1804 it was repaired throughout, its stock of post horses
was doubled and its landlord. Mr. Jeremiah Mallatratt, boasted of, "A good Larder. choice
Wines and good Beds.™

However. seventy years later. the Lion was unquestionably the principal house in the
town. Behind its neat and pleasing Georgian facade were three private sitting rooms.
twenty two bedrooms. two large rooms used as market and dining rooms. commercial
and cofrfee rooms, a bar, a tap room. a billiard room. kitchens. pantries and cellars.
Facing the yard at the back was stabling for rhirty six horses. coach houses. wash
houses and other outbuildings. With such a range of accommodation and amenities 't
1s unlikely that any other estadiishment in the district could rival it. That it deserved iz
pre-eminence can be judged from the testimony of a visitor. “ror instance. | am writing
these lines in a cosy sitting room of that most comfortable of inns or hotels, the Lion.”
Largely responsible for this reputation was Mr. R-M. Marris who began the 1870's as a
vearly tenant paving £125 rent but who, in 1875, bought the hotel for £3.600. After
ncreasing the accommodation to what has just been mentioned ne was unrortunatety
rorced to seil it three years later. At this second sale the price was £4,500 plus extra
for furniture and fictings. The new owner was the frm <r Smitn and Nephew, one
of the town's breweries soon. in 1881, to amalgamate with the Priorwell Brewery to
form the Worksop and Retford Brewery Company. No one can doubt the soundness
of the purchase. The Lion continued to be the venue for the cream of the town's
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@ A view from the

TRADERS have welcomed
a plush new café bar set to
open at the top of Bridge
Street in Worksop.

The 114 - dubbed The Inn Place
- is the long-awaited extension
from the Lion Hotel. '

And fellow businesses hope it will bring
a roaring trade to Worksop’s main street. .

“The European type of cafes are good
because they do bring all sorts of visitors as
well as regulars,” said T.P. Woods manager
Peter Parker. “T hope it will bring trade up
this end of 1own and attract more people.”

“T think we need more life up here rather
thaBn gt ﬁe oa;lu'e down ath%tes."y’ b

-Bol ;owner of Poppy’s above
Eyre’s, wq?zﬁ'e new.café ,iw;slza
move for the town as a whole. "~

“Competition is good for everyone - it
makes everyone behave themselves and
keepin line,” he said.

rket place towards the Lion, showing the newly-bullt 114 bar

£ i ~ .}

by Gavin Ha\)ery
govnhavery@worksopguardianco.k -

positive :

“I am here for the sake of Worksop and
we need more business at the top end of

town.”

Owner of nearby Mr Straw’s Café Barry
Hodges said he did not think his trade
would be affected by the new eatery.

“People recognise my place for what it is
- it is tranquil and we have a very nice
standard of people with gentle music,” said
Mr Hodges. ‘

“The new Lion bar will probably be very

- tastefully done but there will be a bit more
‘noise. It will be the opposite of this place.”

.- The 114 is part of a £600,000 extension to .

- the Lion Hotel created by knocking through

the lounge bar into a new building.
Earmarked to open at the end of
September, it will serve hot and cold food

on the left of the hotel entrance (WG0074/1)

new bar

and drinks as well as alcoholic beverages.

“We hope to enhance the facility for
Worksop and benefit the town as a whole,”
said illiam Mcllroy, director of
Cooplands, who own the hotel.

“We have changed the furniture and the
ambience and
ple at different times of the day.”

“We lwe to serve gle who work and
shop in Worksop in the :’y and a slightly
younger market at weekends.”

The expansion has created 12 new suites,
including themed rooms - one with a water

+bed ~ and a meeting room for conferences.

But the development has posed problems
for Jayne Otter of Interior Elegance, who
lives abovn her chop next door. -

“They have taken a one-storey building
and turned it intoatlueesmr%‘o:etaldng
all our light and privac¥,l" said Mrs Otter.

“We have a toilet that is:immediately

‘- opposite the bedrooms, which we can’t use
because there is clear glass in it.”

“Everyone has a right to light, but to figh

it in court could have cost me my business.”

to serve different peo-
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Atthe
Lion
Hotel
lopening|

Pictures by
John Dixon

e

Setting out the buffet on
opening day.

-

Early customers at the bar on opening day. )

Mrs. Carol Callan, Mrs. Jean Bishop, Mr. Richard Clark and Mrs.
Dorothy Clark.

m— yr = . o

Former landlord Bill Vernon draws the first pint for Mr.
Robert Callan as Mrs. Carol Callan looks on.

Ion
esurgent

styled a hotel, could extol his house in less basic though more
anteel tarms of his day. *"The above Old Established Tavern and
otel,<ls:replete - with ‘every convenience to Visitors to this
delightful neighbourhood, and - with - comfort -to_Commercial
Genttsmen.”™: :--¢:'- © o e
Keeping up with the times he also advertised that omnibuses
trom the hotel would meet every train, this within a year of the

coming of the railway to the town, it was a service that obviously . -
filled a need and continuad into the present unwry.‘-Tﬁ&rghm:x -
ood -

well be ‘some -elderly townspecple who still have ¢
memaries of the town bus as it was known. :
the Lion .became -one of the local -.

occurred in 1876 when it was the main target of a riotous assault. -
The occasion was a parliamentary by-election when the hotel
was used by the local conservatives as their headquarters. A
large crowd of liberal supporters, between 700 and 1,000,
gathered outside. At first they were merely noisy, bui, after some
provocative act from within, a group of about 100 rushed into the

yard, attacking all who were there. ‘
Later all the windows were broken and with the heavily
‘outnumbered police unable to rastore order, the rioters spread

-out damagmemany buildings between the Catholic Church and
- the Town Bridge. It was not until a detachment of troops
- was brought into town by train and marched from the station

" .with fixed bayanets that the rioters went home, leaving the Lion

-with its windows shattered and the main street littered with the
-debris'ofthelr unrulingss. ..~ . - R
In 1878 the Lion was.up:for.sale. It was described ‘as-having
three private sitting rooms, 22 bedrooms, two large rooms used
as market and dining rooms, commercial and coffes rooms, a bar,
-a ::E room; a billiard room, kitchens, pantries and cellars. At the
- back was stabling for. 36 horses, coach houses, wash houses and
other cutbyjidings, S e ~
1+ Even with-such accommodation and facilities tha veserve’

.As the century progressad ‘ L : price
bulldings of the to';wi. Mestings of all descriptions were held in .~ was not resched at the sale and the hotal wos later sold privately

its rooms; soclal, business, professional, political and sporting. In
1875 a group .of shopkeopers.gathe

Tradesmen's Assoclation now.known 83 the Chember of Trade
its ¢atéting wesrsho Né%f’tﬂt}fx'ﬂdu on'the Plain Plece
theClumbqr’;l'mqp'of,a_ @ Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry Cavalry -

mat iat-the :Lion,
excolléfit dinners.” "1 ¢ SR ',
Visitors called in season, commaercial travellers took their ease
thera after a day of péddiing their wares, while farmers thronged -
its bars and ate thelr fill on market days. Auction sales were held,

iscuss -one .of :Mr. and . Mrs.:Morris's

o

the Magistrates’ Court rhet thére for a while and one room was ..

even pressed Into service as’a hospital ward when Mr. White-
head, a traveller, was thrown from his trap and Injured. He was
“at ance removed ta the Lion Hotel, where he was attended by
Dr. Lloyd, assisted by Mr. O‘Connor.” BTN RN

Perhaps the most remarkable javent in_the  Lion’s history ,

to form the Worksop - -

- "mainly asso

/1arig time to £oime. %’

for £4,500, plus extra for the furniture and fittings. The purchaser
was the firm of Smith and Nephew, brewers st Croswell Holme
nthe canalelde. :". -, .~ ., - . 3 .
In 1881 -t browary “amiolgamiited WA tho ' Priors Well
Brewery to form the Worksop and Retford .‘amwatvézcompank
.the -Lion 3&33, :oom[nj; -under tha gwnership with which it :
ated and whose pride It long was. - SR
‘Now It has re-opened under private ownership,'All will ho

- “that the naw ventura Is succesaful and that many will enjoy

speclal atmosphere, redolent of its past and yet Incorporating the

.comforts and amenitles of tha'present. - . - i.'w ., 1 ..
‘In 1878 a satisfied customer [otted In his note book: *I am

writing these lines In a cosy sitting room in that most comfort-

., able of inns or hotels, The Lion.”

-- ;May many continu

t0 endorse the spirit of his comments for a_
R L TN SN ST
NOS »
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Builders come across historic gho:

BUILDERS working on
Worksop’s Lion Hotel
may have disturbed its
oldest guest - a restless
spook called Alice.

The lonely ghost is rumoured
to wander the corridors of the
Bridge Street hotel clad in black
with her head bowed.

And according to a former hotel
worker who saw the apparition, the
£600.000 project to expand the 13th cen-
tury listed hotel could have unieashed
Alice’s sorrowful spirit.

The empiovee, who wishes to remain
anonvmous, said: “Alice favoured the
conrines of *he dark attic but since build-

the hailways of.the hotel.

Work on the hotel includes
demolishing the rear of the new
building and creating a three-
storey extension, 12 new en-suite
bedrooms and a meeting room,
all 1in keeping with the original
style.

yWorkmen said they had stum-
bled across many old bottles, a
reed and mortar wall and even a
greviousl_v undiscovered cellar,

ut they had yet to meet the mys-
terious Alice.

A spdkesman for the builders
G. Wilkinson Construction Ltd
said: “There is a room at the top
of the hotel which hasn't been
used in vears, which we have vet

to open up.”

Current hotel staff saic
were aware of the storv of
but hadn’t encountered her.

As the festive s
approaches, Christmas shc
on Bridge Street may even «
glimpse of her.

According to the f
emplovee: “Passers by can
lv see’her on a cold. frost
ter’s morning, staring blanf
of the front attic window...’

© Can any Worksop Gu
readers shed some light «
life and death of the myst
Alice?

If vou can, contact Lois
on 01909 5003C0.

ing work began on the old Kipiings
buliding next door, she has come out of
her hiding place.” "

Little 1s known about tragic Alice |
other than she was a serving wench who
comautted suicide.

The empiovee added: “The one occa-
sion [ bumped into her was when ['d
been sent to a cupboard to get some
tabieciorns.” !

“The landing was dJdark and the iigit
switch to the corridor was broken. The
oniy stream of light was comInz rom
the car parx owtside that sneae rousn
the window, casung an eerie snadow of
a vucca piant upon the adjacent wail.”

“As | surned to o, i saw the snoro
black stotned, znostiv rizure of a woman
waik straight past me with ler heaa
down. {:ust rroze in astonisament.

Another member ot statrf has reported
hearing Alice singing and humming n
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A History of the Best Western Lion Hotel, Worksop

Very little is actually known of the early history of The Lion Hotel. It was thought to have been built in the early 17t
Century with much debate on the actual date, although records show an inventory dated 1601 that indicated a change
of ownership that year. Throughout the years there have been numerous refurbishments and substantial rebuilds with
its present appearance dating from the late 18 Century.

Previously named ‘The Red Lion’, the inn had a dubious reputation during these early years, as an extract from the
diary of Colonel John Byng dated 1789 reads;

‘it was a paltry looking inn; taking possession of a poor parlour and ordinary supper....Nothing could have been
nastier than our inn at Worksop; with ill cooking, stinking feather beds and a conceited fool of a landlady.’

One of the next earliest existing records is of a meeting held at The Red Lion on the 27 June 1745. This was fo find
out how many townsmen of Worksop were of ‘no unlawful calling' and thus eligible to be levied into the army.

By 1870 the infamous Red Lion had changed its name to The Lion Hotel and had tumed its reputation around. It had
become the principle house in the town with a large range of amenities that no other establishment in the district could
rival. Behind the Georgian fagade were three private sitting rooms, twenty two bedrooms, two large rooms used as
market and dining rcoms, commercial and coffee rooms, a bar, a taproom, a billiard room, kitchens, pantries and
cellars. Facing the yard at the rear of the hotel was stabling for up to thirty six horses, coach houses, wash houses and
other outbuildings. A most impressive range and standard for that certain period of history.

The Lion Hotel continued this standard of service well up until the late 19 Century with numerous owners and landlords
until 1975 when it was threatened with demolition by Whitbread breweries. The Brewery had presented outline plans for
the redevelopment of the site as a modem shopping arcade and office block. However the council stepped in and
announced that The Lion Hotel would be placed on a statutory list of buildings of historic and architectural interest
complied by the secretary of state, thus saving the building.

The Lion was closed for a brief spell in 1976 before being reopened in 1982 with a new owner. The hotel changed
hands a few times more before finally being purchased by its present owners ‘Cooplands of Doncaster. Now a well
renowned forty six bed roomed hotel with excellent modem amenities, it still retains all of its charm and character of the
past and has even kept a few of its old residents. One ghostly resident in particular likes to make headlines in the local
paper, namely Alice, a spumed serving wench who was said to have committed suicide in the building in the 18
Century. Said to have once favoured the dark attic Alice may have been disturbed by building work and has since been
reported to have given several employees and residents a shock by appearing in bedrooms, humming, singing and
even crying along emply comidors. Her favourite haunt, room 201 with its exposed beams and quaint dressing room,
has an air of mystery with only the bravest of guests daring to spend the night alone.

Best Western Lion Hotel
112 - 114 Bridge Street
Worksop
Notts S80 1HT
T01909477925 www.thelionworksop.co.uk
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Worksop Guard

~LI-0N’ MAY -KEER
. ITS ROAR

ONE of the two Worksop
hotels doomed for closure

may yet be saved. .

The : : Lion, with - its .near
nclghbour. the Royal, both ln
prominent positnons in .
market and town hall area of
Bridge Street, ha& hoth been
announced by e . owners,
Whitbread (East Pennines), as
scheduled - for closura next

Mgly or June.. -
he tive licen.sees, Mr.
Wllliam Lion

the Royal, .thad -

with formal notice of the firm's -the
intention. - And ‘it ».was;then"

learned ! that : * the: J-brewe

.Jandmar]
and ‘Mr. William Lockwood of: BY

authority, whlch would be
asked to ‘consent.to the for
mal notification of the listing
This had reached him direc
from the Environment Depart
ment, Mr. Vernon gaid. He hac
been requested to pass it on ¢
the brewery company, anq thi:
he was doing
“Many ople have told me¢
- wou to “see’ the
?J g preserved, and I thin}
on should be retained a:
ona of- Worksops oytstanding
Mr. Vernon said
dweek, no guch notice
had reache}c{iog Lockwood a

Royal I -
A spokesman for Wlutbreaz
(East Pennlnes) gaid the De

jant’s estates division was pre.  Bartment e -Environmen|
g‘cntln ﬂlneiplans “for t.he“"°“ ¢aﬂm“ ag dﬁll to ‘reach
ﬁde:ie(: pment of - the «oom- ep: opgg Uhtil ther:tggg
pi2§ agcuede“ ar? i oc the de flg, it was unsossib e tc

But the Departmeu; of th(i °°m& t on 1
Environment now eir.. future plans for the
noumeed ‘th; i&a o;;ﬁﬁstpfn ‘property. .
BHELE i)

u
tural ogah ‘nterest com:}

‘the - mt‘gwould

sho‘ be sent to the lecal

.
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before her marniage vhis was worked by her masq_joﬂjm_‘ and mother. coﬁj,zaoém.

Ry youndger nrothey and two nired men. Minnie. nerself. was a dressmaker and her
garar Anme, 4 STy nal maker 1nE regding Took place on rhe 16th March. 18382 at

¢

Aled Arthur =2

: ~% L T LS Co- ey U OR .~ ey 1t A, et
qjdu.U;u;x\ narch. et Fret CRHGL o SIUN AR S TR BRI 1334 and
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A
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